HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL


Chairman:
Cllr K Sutherland
Cllrs: 

Cllr M Thomason; Cllr R Vaughan; Cllr M Hook; Cllr E Hutchinson; Cllr C Farley
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr R Gittins
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 6th December 2023

at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock
116/23
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
The meeting was declared open at 7.15 pm. One member of the public attended the meeting. Apologies were received from Mrs Joyce, Clerk, and Cllrs Wood and Ashley. Cllr Thomason took the minutes in Mrs Joyce’s absence.

A resident expressed concern over the closure of the A41 at Tern Hill from 11th to 13th December, in that the traffic diversion would redirect traffic through Hinstock. The increase in traffic past the school would cause a hazard for school children and mothers as well as other residents of Hinstock. There didn’t seem to be provision of temporary speed cameras or a police presence. Cllr Gittins will voice concerns to Shropshire Council, but thought it unlikely anything will be done prior to the 11th December.

117/23
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
No declarations were made.
118/23
Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st November 2023 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the previous meeting.

Cllr Vaughan pointed out that he had not seconded the decision over Club House Farm.

119/23
Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
       None

120/23
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s report to inc A529 safety programme update; A41 safety campaign

A529 programme was being considered by the contractors and will probably be delayed until Easter 2024.

A41 campaign is under review with CC Departments but progress was slow.

The Shropshire Council financial shortfall would be £4 million for the current financial year. Increases in Social Care  costs 2024/25 will cause reduced funding and will require better cost management. At present no cuts in services were expected.

b) 
Parish Councillors’ reports 

None

121/23
Parish Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention.

The street light outside the Village Shop was on 24 a day, that near the Falcon Inn Barn on Chester Road was flashing when on. Cllr Sutherland to advise the Clerk accordingly to notify the appropriate authority.

The speed sign at the lower village needed new batteries, Cllr Hook to replace them asap.

b)
Playground/Recreation Field
To consider/approve quotes for replacement equipment of the hard court; Field gates

Cllr Hook is obtaining quotes for the Hard Court equipment and should be able to present them at January’s meeting.

Woodlands Sign requested by VI would cost £480 with a preffered location on the verge at the front of the Memorial Hall. Cllr Sutherland has this in hand.

Recently came to notice that the hinges on the Field Gates were broken, possibly from an attempt at forced entry.

New hinges are required together with chain and padlock. If the damage is extreme, new gates may be required.

Councillors thought extending the CCTV to this area may make this area more secure. Cllr Sutherland to investigate and take further as necessary.

c)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues update

No issues.

d)
Memorial Hall – report from Reps

Cllr Hutchinson advised that the Hall had plenty of bookings and repairs remain underway as finances become

available. Cllr Hutchinson is to stand down from the Memorial Hall Committee, Cllr Wood will replace her.

e)
Bus service – updates

No updates.

f)
Adult gym equipment – to consider quotes/approve expenditure

Cllr Hutchinson advised that quotes received by her indicate the cost, to include disabled access, to be approx £10,000. The villagers had indicated a wish for this amenity on the Village Plan.

Cllr Sutherland considered provision for amenities for the youth of the village (10 - 15yr olds) should be a priority where finances were strictly limited. Cllrs agreed to pursue the Hard Court improvements above, and an outdoor tennis table in preference to the Adult Gym at this time. Cllr Hook to pursue quotes for January’s meeting.

Responsibility for the bowling green on Highfield Way was of concern, Cllr Sutherland to discuss possibilities with the Solicitor to secure its use for the villagers.

g)
Falcon Inn – update on Community Pub 

Cllr Thomason advised the Falcon Inn was trading with several private functions undertaken or planned.

h)
Tennis Club

Cllr Hutchinson advised that The Lawn Tennis Club had issued a directive that village tennis courts should allow access to all who wished to engage in the sport. She will forward correspondence to Cllrs for review. 

i)
Garages at The Chestnuts

The garages at the Chestnuts are in private ownership and in a poor state, causing a health and safety hazard as well as being an eyesore to passers by. Cllr Sutherland to ask the Clerk to write to the owners regarding their future intentions for the garages.

j)
Road closure: A41 Tern Hill Start Date: 11th December 2023 End Date: 13th December 2023

Purpose: Pre-dressing Patching Works - approximately 118m2 Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council

Works Promoter Ref: UJ212PDP-596973-1 Enforcement pattern for A41 Tern Hill:
Monday - Friday 09:30 - 16:00

 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=136171884 

Considered at the Public Session.

k)
Land adj cemetery
Cllr Gittins is arranging a site meeting with the Highways Dept. Planning permission will be required for access from the A529. Cllr Sutherland will discuss access with the Cemetery Committee to gauge their options for the use of the land as a remembrance garden, possibly planted by the VI, and access to it. 

122/23
Housekeeping

a)
Jubilee Room

- to raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record monthly meter reading 

- to consider the purchase of a projector/bracket/screen 

- Wi-Fi order update

In the absence of Cllr Ashley no matters arose.

b)
Strategic Objectives Plan 

Cllr Sutherland to reissue the draft plan to Cllrs for comment by 8th December. The final plan to be adopted at the January meeting.

Provision of an electric car charger on the Jubilee Rooms parking area will not be pursued.

123/23
Correspondence

To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention:

SaTH updates; Crowdfund Shropshire; Emergency planning; Request to move SID as part of A529 upgrade; 

No matters required attention at this meeting.

124/23
Finance

a)
To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication

Cllr Hutchinson proposed all invoices/payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Sutherland, all agreed. 


b)
Accounting reports /bank statements

Councillors acknowledged receipt of the financial spreadsheets and statements. Cllr Hutchinson proposed that the bank reconciliation be signed off as accurate, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed. 

c)
Internal Audit tender

Carried forward to January’s meeting.

d)
To approve a telephone banking application

Approved at the November meeting.

e)
Purchase of signage for the woodland

Discussed above.

f)
Laptop purchase – to consider quotes/approve expenditure

Take forward to January’s meeting.

g)
Budget 2024-25 – to review/discuss

Budget figures provided by the Clerk had been received by Cllrs and were acceptable. Take forward to January’s meeting for a final decision.
124/23 Finance cont
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£476.23
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/23
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£185.40
	100617
	LGA 1972 s112

	18/11/23
	JWH
	Grounds maintenance
	£110.00
	100618
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	15/11/23
	EDF
	Energy supply Jubilee Room
	£215.85 PAID
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	15/12/23
	EDF
	Energy supply Jubilee Room
	£188.04
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/09/23
	Employee
	Expenses
	£241.57
	100619
	LGA 1972 s111

	25/09/23
	Bank
	Charges
	£21.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/10/23
	Hugo Fox
	Website
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	24/10/23
	RBL
	Lamp post poppies
	£50.00 PAID
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111`

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	01/11/23
	A Hollands
	Room hire
	£45.00
	
	

	01/11/23
	Snooker Club
	Room hire
	£35.00
	
	

	04/11/23
	Bank
	Interest
	£10.75
	
	

	16/10/23
	Hugo Fox
	Refund
	£23.99
	
	

	19/10/23
	Mrs Wilkes
	Room Hire
	£62.50
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


125/23
Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. -
Applications – no applications received

· Decisions 
23/04127/OUT  (validated: 27/09/2023)
Address:  Clubhouse Farm, Church Street, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2TF
Proposal:  Outline planning application (access landscaping and layout) for the construction of three 3 bed bungalows plus a Self-Build Plot
Decision:  Refuse
No further discussion on this planning application

23/04203/CPE  (validated: 26/09/2023)
Address:  The Old Cow Shed, Hooks Lane, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2TJ
Proposal:  Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use or Development (CLEUD) for the use of building as an open market dwelling.
Decision:  Withdrawn
No further discussion on this planning application

126/23
Confirmation of January’s meeting date (3rd) and items for the next agenda
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8:50 pm thanking everyone for attending. 
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