


Chairman:	Cllr K SutherlandHINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs: 		Cllr M Thomason; Cllr M Hook; Cllr E Hutchinson;  Cllr K Wood; Cllr C Farley; 
Cllr D Ashley
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
			
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 3rd January 2024
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock

[bookmark: _Hlk128562530]127/24	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:16pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr R Vaughan and Unitary Cllr R Gittins. There were no members of the public present.  

128/24	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
No declarations or requests were received. 

129/24	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th December 2023 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the previous meeting. Thanks were conveyed to Cllr Thomason for taking and writing up the Minutes.  Cllr Hutchinson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Farley, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  

130/24	Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda 
No matters were raised. 

131/24	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report to inc A529 safety programme update; A41 safety campaign
Cllr Gittins sent his apologies for the Meeting. 

b) 	Parish Councillors’ reports 
No meetings have been attended. Cllr Sutherland reported that the next NSAC meeting will be this week held via Zoom. 

132/24	Parish Matters: 
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention 
Cllr Hook reported that 2 illuminated signs are not working.  Cllr Hook will report via FixMyStreet.  
A light outside Falcon Cottage is only working intermittently. Action: Clerk to report to Eon for inspection. Councillors discussed if this light would remain under the remit of the Parish Council once Shropshire Council has adopted the lighting as part of the A529 upgrade however decided to have the light repaired in the interests of health and safety during the winter months as a date for works is as yet unconfirmed. 

b)	Playground/Recreation Field
To consider/approve quotes for replacement equipment of the hard court; Field gates
The Handyman is scheduled to make a repair to the fence; date to be confirmed when the weather has improved. The bark needs raking and redistributing.  Councillors to inspect and measure up for new bark to be purchased if required. Action: to inspect and report in February when additional bark will be ordered if required. 
The hinges on the recreation field gate are to be inspected. A replacement padlock will be fitted.  Both gates should be locked at all times. Action: Cllr Sutherland to purchase a new chain and padlock. Prices to secure the new gate (hinges) to be obtained. Proposed by Cllr Ashley, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 
Councillors considered the three quotes obtained for new goal posts for the hard court to cater for the 9-14 year age group. Councillors agreed to accept a quote from Waller Engineering for £5850 for 2, installation included. Proposed by Cllr Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Hook to investigate grant funding.  

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues update
A blocked drain was reported. Action: Cllr K Wood to report.
Health and safety concerns regarding Connexus garages at the Chestnuts have been reported by the Clerk online. Action: Cllr Hutchinson to monitor and feedback if no action is taken. 

d)	Memorial Hall – report from Reps
It was reported that the New Year’s Eve function made a £500 profit. The next meeting will be held on 24th January. 

e)	Bus service – updates
Nothing to report. 

f)	Adult gym equipment – to consider quotes/approve expenditure
Councillors agreed to put this item on hold whilst grants are investigated. 

g)	Falcon Inn – update on Community Pub 
Cllr Thomason reported that the pub is busy.  It is not offering food at present but aims to in the future. 

h)	Tennis Club
Cllrs Hutchinson and Ashley to schedule a meeting. To include on the February agenda. 

i)	Approval/Adoption of Biodiversity Policy
Councillors note the statutory duty for Town and Parish Councils to adopt a biodiversity policy. Accordingly Councillors agreed to adopt the NALC model template policy in principle immediately then review and adapt it for Hinstock. This will be included in the Strategic Objectives Plan.  Cllr Hutchinson proposed adopting the policy, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Sutherland will investigate funding for solar panels and to research commercial companies providing panels.  Action: To take forward. 

j)	Land adj cemetery
Councillors noted that the Highways Engineer has still not inspected the site for a possible access to be installed from the road. Councillors discussed the pros and cons of putting in a new access point.  Councillors discussed their plans for a garden of contemplation to be used as an extension to the cemetery.  Councillors agreed to hold a site visit to establish the level of maintenance work which will be required. £1500 has been allocated in the budget for grounds maintenance work on this piece of land. 


133/24	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room
- to raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record monthly meter reading 
Cllr Ashley reported an increase of Snooker Club activity.  It was agreed that rates should be reviewed in line with energy costs.  The Club has 86 members now.  The Club will be asked to remove the cardboard which has been put up at the windows. Permission was given previously for them to install blinds which is still outstanding.  Action: To discuss/agree rates in February. 

- to consider the purchase of a projector/bracket/screen 
Cllr Ashley reported that the existing projector is fit for purpose and he has a screen which is adequate for use.  No mounting bracket is required. 

- Wi-Fi order update
The Clerk confirmed that the wi-fi order has been re-placed.  

b)	Strategic Objectives Plan 
Cllr Sutherland will circulate an updated plan for discussion in February.  Biodiversity policy to be included. The Councillors were asked to give feedback prior to the Meeting. 

134/24	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention:
Climate awareness workshop; SC Winter support services; NSAC meeting info; Martyn’s Law; Shropshire project gigabit;  Emergency planning event; SC Town and Parish Boundary Reviews
Cllr Farley expressed interest in attending a webinar on Martyn’s Law.  
Cllr Sutherland to attending the NSAC Meeting.  
Councillors to complete the Shropshire Council budget review.

135/23	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
Cllr Wood proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the latest financial spreadsheets and statements.  Cllr Hutchinson proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Purchase of signage for the woodland
Cllr Sutherland confirmed that he would place the order for signage as agreed in December. Costs to be in the region of £450, as previously approved. 

d)	Laptop purchase – to consider quotes/approve expenditure
Clerk to take forward for February’s meeting. 

e)	Proposal to provide Christmas decorations for the village 2024
The Councillors discussed the provision of Christmas decorations for the village.  It was agreed to source a tree to be donated to the village and to purchase lights to the value of £100 plus a tree topper.  Proposed by Cllr Farley, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Councillors further agreed to look into a ‘light up Hinstock’ event in association with the Village Initiative group to co-ordinate the switch on of residents decorations with a walk through the village.  To take forward. 

f)	Budget 2024-25 – to review/discuss
The Councillors considered the budget presented at the last meeting. £1000 is to be included for the Youth Club. Cllr Ashley proposed accepting it, seconded by Cllr Sutherland, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)	Precept – to approve/agree request
Cllr Wood proposed applying for a precept of £32,500, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved. 

h)	Internal Audit tender
Cllr Ashley proposed accepting the quote from the Internal Auditor, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. 
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/23
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£505.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	03/01/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£126.40
	100620
	LGA 1972 s112

	
	VOID
	
	
	100621
	

	03/01/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£90.20
	100622
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/01/24
	A Hollands
	Cleaning
	£60.00
	100623
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/12/23
	A Hollands
	Cleaning
	£30.00
	100624
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/12/23
	Shropshire Council
	Energy Supply
	£216.61
	dd
	

	25/11/23
	Bank
	Charges
	£13.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	01/12/23
	Snooker Club
	Room hire
	£35.00
	
	

	04/12/23
	Bank
	Interest
	£17.94
	
	




136/24	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications – 
23/05121/FUL  (validated: 14/12/2023)
Address:  Hinstock House, Church Street, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2TF
Proposal:  Proposed agricultural building to accommodate storage for agricultural machinery
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S4W337TD0BN00
No comments. 

23/05207/COU  (validated: 04/12/2023)
Address:  Briar Lodge, Lockleywood, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2LT
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for change of use of agricultural land to domestic garden
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S53U79TDLWW00
No comments. 

· Decisions 
23/04496/FUL  (validated: 16/10/2023)
Address:  Kamar, Wood Lane, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2TA
Proposal:  Alterations and extensions to existing dwelling including forming new bedroom within the roof space, insertion of a dormer window and rooflights, erection of an entrance porch extension and other associated works
Decision:  Grant Permission



137/24	Confirmation of February’s meeting date (7th) and items for the next agenda
The meter reading was taken as 6239. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:50pm.
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