


HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr D Ashley
Cllrs: 		Cllr L. Hutchinson ; Cllr R Vaughan; Cllr M Hook; Cllr K Wood
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce 
		
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 4ht December 2024
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock
1. [bookmark: _Hlk128562530]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:15pm. One member of the public attended the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllrs M Thomason, K Sutherland and Unitary Cllr R Gittins.
The member of the public queried how the lights in the basketball area work and whether lines will be put down. Cllr Ashley confirmed that one is not currently working however the electrical system needs upgrading which is being looked into and quotes sought.  The resident suggested a music group for the community. 

1. Co-option of Councillor
The applicant was unable to attend. The item will be taken forward to the New Year. 

1. To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
No declarations were received. 

4	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th November 2024 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Meeting.  Cllr Hutchinson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

5 Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda 
No matters were raised. 

6	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report to inc A529 safety programme update; A41 safety campaign
Cllr Gittins was not present to give a report. 

b) 	Parish Councillors’ reports 
No reports were given. 

7	Parish Matters: 
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
	To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention 
The Clerk confirmed that she has reported the light out reported for attention near the nursing home. A further report of a light out was received from a member of the public near the Chestnuts. Cllr Hutchinson has looked to see which light is out but has been unable to locate one not working. 




b)	Playground/Recreation Field
	To discuss arrangements for interim checks; 
The Clerk reported that Shropshire Council has confirmed that it cannot undertake interim playground checks for the Council as it has no availability.  The Clerk presented two further quotes, one for £70 + VAT per inspection from Ace Playgrounds, the other for £35 + VAT from Ray Parry Playgrounds. Councillors considered the quotes against the cost to train Councillors/handyman (£315 + VAT for visual inspections, £580 + VAT).  The Clerk explained that any inspection arrangement will need to be factored into the playground inspection policy and strictly adhered to. Councillors discussed the options and agreed that, to ensure continuity and a robust checking system, a professional interim check would be the best option to comply with best practice and to satisfy insurers.  Cllr Ashley proposed appointing Ray Parry Playgrounds to undertake monthly checks, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Action: Clerk to appoint.  

To discuss ongoing operational maintenance arrangements
Ray Parry Playgrounds will report on any maintenance findings and quote for repairs. Councillors agreed that this would be a satisfactory arrangement. Repairs could then be done in house or by Ray Parry Playgrounds depending on the level of expertise/type of repair required. 

Training; Handyman PLI – to discuss
Councillors agreed that training will not be required for the Clerk or Councillors. PLI quotes to be sought. Proposed by Cllr Ashley, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues 
The Clerk confirmed that she has reported intermittent flooding issues to Shropshire Council for investigation. 

d)	Memorial Hall – report from Reps
The Hall representatives confirmed that a catch up meeting to discuss funding requests had taken place.  The Handyman has undertaken necessary repairs. 

e)	Tennis Club
Cllr Ashley reported that he has spoken to the Tennis Club and it is getting a public access package together.  An online booking system will be put in place.  This will be presented to the Parish Council.  

f)	FIT land transfer – playground area Deed of Dedication	
The Councillors considered maps forwarded by the Solicitor and confirmed that they are content to proceed to accept the areas outlined from Fields in Trust as proposed by Cllr Ashely, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to instruct the Solicitor to proceed. 

g)	Footpaths – to appoint responsible Cllr
Cllr Hutchinson was proposed, seconded by Cllr Wood all agreed. Resolved. 

h)	War memorial – to consider quote for cleaning and repairs/War Memorial Trust grants
The Clerk asked if Councillors would like an earmarked reserve within the accounts as per the quote received for £2600. Cllr Hook proposed that the reserve be created, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. Actions: Suitable grants to be sought and applied for.  Two further quotes to be sourced. Clerk and Cllr Thomason to action. 




8	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room
To raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record monthly meter reading; Heating
Cllr Ashley reported a new football pitch booking. Clerk to invoice.  The Clerk reported that she is expecting further room bookings in the New Year from a regular user.  Cllr Ashley reported more incidences with the heating being left on in the snooker table room. The Councillors requested that meters for the heating mechanism are investigated. Action: Cllr Ashley to take forward. 

b)	Strategic Objectives Plan – review
Cllr Ashley to review. 

c)	Policies: Playground inspection policy – review/update
Clerk to update and present in the New Year to incorporate the new interim check process. 

d)	Defibrillator training session 
The Clerk has requested possible dates. To take forward. 

e)	Gov.uk email addresses – update
The Clerk reported that she has applied for email addresses. To update in due course. 

f)	Maintenance of village assets – to discuss budget provisions
The Councillors agreed that this will be its main area of focus/expenditure in 2025-26. Cllr Hutchinson proposed that quotes are obtained for the removal/replacement of the cycle ramps, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved.
Cllr Vaughan will obtain quotes to replace fencing/gate by Bradford Gardens.
Cllr Hook proposed quotes be obtained for an outdoor table tennis table, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved. Action: to obtain quotes and take forward to the New Year. 

9	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention inc SALC/NALC bulletins, NSAC meeting minutes; SaTH updates; Email received re Mill Green speed limit; SC briefing notes 
The Councillors considered the request to ask for a traffic count on Mill Green further to the email received confirming that Shropshire Council has not included a request for a speed limit to be imposed on the road in the Place Plan. Councillors noted that there is an advisory limit in place.  They agreed that Highways falls under the remit of Shropshire Council and not the Parish Council which has no jurisdiction in this area.  As such decisions regarding traffic counts will need to be made by the Unitary Authority.  

10	Finance  (The member of the public left the Meeting)
a) To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
Further to the request from the QJR cleaner, Cllr Ashley will order new green hand towels and reclaim the expenditure. 
All invoices and payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Ashley, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements; To approve the bank reconciliation
The Councillors confirmed receipt the statements and accounting reports including the reconciliation to 04/11/24.  Cllr Hutchinson proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 
c)	Budget – to review proposed 2025-26 budget
To review current year’s budget net position 
The Councillors considered spend to date within this financial year.  The Clerk raised the training budget which has not been used. She requested funding for a qualification course and perhaps associated training if required. Cost to be in the region to this Council of c£150. Cllr Ashly, seconded by Cllr Hook approved the funding. All agreed. Resolved. 
The Councillors considered the overall spending which is within budget. The Clerk suggested that the anticipated carried forward total is likely to be in the region of c£15000 which is within acceptable levels.  Earmarked reserves were noted. 

To review 2025-26 budget proposals 
The Clerk presented the proposed budget. Councillors reviewed the expenditure with a suggested precept request, as agreed in November, of £35100.  The Councillors made some adjustments moving allocations between cost codes. The Clerk will represent the budget in January. 

The Councillors discussed the room hire fee paid by the Snooker Club and queried why the Tennis Club does not pay a similar fee for its use of the courts.  It was noted that they pay a contribution to electricity costs to the Hall.  Cllr Ashley proposed that Councillors consider how to take this forward. Action: an agenda item for January. 

d)	Quote to repair/replace electrical cabinet for recreation field
One quote has so far been sourced. Two more are required. To take forward to January’s meeting.  The Councillors considered how best to provide lighting for the basketball court and if a timer could be used. 

e)	Annual grant requests from the Memorial Hall
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the annual grant funding request. Cllr Vaughan proposed payment of the £1500 grant requested, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Councillors considered the grant request for £1200 towards provision of costs for the running of the Youth Club. Cllr Hook proposed approving the request, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved. 

Cllr Wood passed on a query from the Hall asking why the Parish Council cannot pay for the youth worker (for the Youth Club), reclaim the VAT costs then receive the amount less VAT from the Hall. The Clerk explained that this would amount to money laundering and would not be permissible.

f)	NALC pay awards for info (matter to be discussed under 12 b)	
Councillors noted the increase recommended for back payment to April. The Clerk will calculate the amount due and the new salary for presentation in January. Cllr Ashley proposed approving the increase, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. The Clerk will amend the contract for approval at the same time. 

g)	To consider precept requirement 	
To take forward a proposed precept request for £35100 for approval in January.




	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£505.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	24/10/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£379.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	25/10/24
	Bank 
	Charges
	£11.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	21/11/24
	CPA Horticulture Ltd
	Playbark
	£2604.60
	Online
	PHA 1875 s164, OSA 1906 ss9&10

	25/11/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy
	£239.06
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3

	26/11/24
	Playdale Playgrounds Ltd
	Replacement parts 
	£36.74
	Online
	PHA 1875 s164, OSA 1906 ss9&10

	12/11/24
	Jones the Builder
	Repairs
	£102.00
	Online
	PHA 1875 s164, OSA 1906 ss9&10

	10/11/25
	JWH
	Grounds maintenance
	£160.00
	Online
	PHA 1875 s164, OSA 1906 ss9&10

	17/10/24
	EDF
	Energy
	£92.38
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	21/10/24
	BT
	Wifi
	£43.19
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/12/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£109.68
	100661
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/12/24
	L Egerton
	QJR cleaning
	£tbc
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	04/11/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£9.08
	
	

	01/11/24
	Snooker Club 
	Rent
	£80.00
	
	




10	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications 
24/04387/PMBPA  (validated: 15/11/2024)
Address:  Proposed Conversion Of Outbuilding At Little Ropes, Hinstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application for prior approval under Part 3, Class Q of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the change of use from agricultural to form one residential unit
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SMYG9BTDLPX00
Noted

-	Decisions 
24/03796/OHL  (validated: 02/10/2024)
Address:  The Links, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2NJ
Proposal:  Replace 8 spans of open wire conductor with bunched ABC conductor totalling 300m and changing 8 poles
Decision:  No Objection OHL/Circular Notification
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SKQ468TD0BN00

24/01909/OUT  (validated: 15/05/2024)
Address:  Clubhouse Farm, Church Street, Hinstock, Shropshire, TF9 2TF
Proposal:  Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of a self build detached dwelling and detached double garage
Decision:  Grant Permission



11	Confirmation of January’s Parish Council date (8th) and items for the next agenda
Approval of the 2025-26 budget
Approval of the 2025-26 precept request
Items as listed within the Minutes

12 	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
Nothing raised. 

b) To discuss/agree salary increase as per NALC 2024-25 pay agreement (to be backdated to April)
Covered within the Meeting. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:56pm.
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