


HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr K Wood
Cllrs: 		Cllr L. Hutchinson ; Cllr R Vaughan; Cllr M Hook; Cllr M Thomason
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce 
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Gittins
		
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 6th November 2024
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock
1. [bookmark: _Hlk128562530]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
Vice Chairman, Cllr Wood assumed the role as Chairman, Cllr Ashley having sent his apologies. Apologies were also received from Cllr Sutherland.  Cllr Wood opened the meeting at 7:15pm welcoming everyone present. No members of the public attended the Meeting.
Cllr Farley’s resignation was noted.   The Clerk confirmed that the vacancy has been advertised.  Thanks were conveyed to Cllr Farley for her contribution to the Council in supporting the Parish.

1. To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
No declarations were received. 

3	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd October 2024 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the Meeting held on 2nd October 2024. Cllr Hook proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

4 Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda 
No matters were raised. 

5	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report to inc A529 safety programme update; A41 safety campaign
Cllr Gittins reported that the A529 works have commenced.  Some new street lights have been installed.  These must comply with regulations in terms of distance between each column.  No street lighting will be installed at the bottom end of the village at the request of residents.  Councillors raised concerns over security, safety for pedestrians and also whether lighting is required in a 30mph zone.  Some resurfacing has been carried out.  Safety measures will be implemented over the Easter holidays.  No further updates have been forthcoming from Telford & Wrekin regarding work on the A41 which will be done in collaboration with Shropshire Council.  The funding for the average speed check cameras is still available.  The Council has now vacated Shirehall and has moved to the Guildhall. An extra £6m has been received from Central Government for social care, to be split between all Councils. There are now over c600 children in care in the county, compared with 107 eight years ago.    
The Local Plan has failed at the examination stage.  No reasons have been given as yet – a report will be published in December.

b) 	Parish Councillors’ reports 
No reports were given. 





6	Parish Matters: 
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
	To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention 
A light was reported as out by the nursing home.  To be reported to Shropshire Council via FixMyStreet. 
Cllr Hutchinson reported that the cabinet housing the electrics for the recreation field is in a dangerous condition.  Cllr Hutchinson proposed obtaining quotes to repair/replace/make safe, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Playground/Recreation Field
Field gates – replacement locks:
Cllr Vaughan to check condition of the gates.
Outstanding football club payment:
The Clerk reported that the Sunday club has folded and it has not been possible so far to recover outstanding fees. Cllr Wood proposed writing off the debt, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed. Resolved. 
Training for playground inspections:
The Councillors considered the last annual inspection report. The Clerk raised concerns over interim checks not being carried out. Cllr Hook proposed that Cllr Thomason undertakes training with RoSPA for visual inspections, and that Jones the Builder undertakes operational maintenance inspection training, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. The operational training is £580 + VAT, the visual inspection training is £315 + VAT.  
Councillors requested that a Ray Parry Playgrounds be contacted for a quote to remove the cycle ramps.
Cllr Wood proposed that 30 cubic metres of play bark be purchased, to be delivered in bags, as recommended in the inspection report, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. The cost will be £2604.60.
It was noted that some bolt caps are missing from the playground equipment. The Clerk will order replacement parts from Playdale.  
A plank on the bench is to be replaced by the handyman. The annual report mentioned an issue with a section of the fence however this has been stabilised with extra posts and does not present a hazard.  

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues 
The Clerk reported that the road sweeper is scheduled to go through the village this month.  
The underpass is still flooding in bad weather.  Clerk to report to Shropshire Council. 

d)	Memorial Hall – report from Reps
It was reported that children have been climbing onto the roof of the Hall.  Councillors considered the use of anti climb paint to deter them and changing the angle of the CCTV cameras to pick this activity up.  
The Community Pay Back Team will be in the village in November. Councillors discussed asking if they could assist in spreading the new bark if dates can be aligned. 
Fundraising events were reported.  

e)	Tennis Club – No update.


f)	FIT land transfer – playground area Deed of Dedication	
The Clerk reported that she had been contacted by Fields in Trust concerning an outstanding completion of a Deed of Dedication to pass over an area of land at the back of the Hall, incorporating some of the car park and some of the play area. Councillors requested that the Clerk checks that the path is not included in the area otherwise they were content to proceed. Action: Clerk to contact the Solicitor. To take forward. 

g)	Footpaths
Nothing to report. A Councillor will need to be agreed to take on footpaths. 

h)	War memorial – to consider quote for cleaning and repairs/War Memorial Trust grants
Cllr Hook proposed that Cllr Thomason looks into grants from the War Memorial Trust to assist with needed repairs, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson. 
A donation of £50, from the Chairman’s expenses, was proposed by Cllr Thomason to the Royal British Legion for the poppy wreath, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Ashley to collect and lay the wreath. 

i)	Falcon Inn 
Nothing to report. 

7	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room
To raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record monthly meter reading; Heating
Councillors discussed a report that the heating has been left on again by the snooker club. They queried whether it could be put onto a timed system so that it will automatically switch off after a set time length.  They further discussed putting locks onto the meeting room doors to prevent unauthorised access. 

b)	Strategic Objectives Plan – review
No update. 

c)	Policies: Playground inspection policy
Cllr Hutchinson proposed approving the draft policy, seconded by Cllr Thomason. This will be updated with the new arrangements for playground inspections and reviewed again. 

d)	Defibrillator training session 
To take forward. 

e)	Gov.uk email addresses – to discuss
Cllr Wood proposed obtaining Gov.uk email addresses for Councillors in line with its domain name, at a cost of £17.49 +VAT, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Action: Clerk to contact the website provider to discuss. 

f)	Casual Vacancy
One application to join the Council has been received so far. Co-option will be included on the agenda for December’s meeting.




g)	Maintenance of village assets – to discuss inspections/assess any remedial work and make budget provisions
To be included in the draft budget for further discussion in December. 
The Councillors will check the assets in time for the meeting. 

8	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention inc SALC/NALC bulletins, NSAC meeting minutes; Recycling centre info;
Nothing raised for discussion. 

9	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
Cllr Hutchinson proposed all payments, including the salary, for approval, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the updated accounts and bank statements. Cllr Hutchinson proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 

c)	To approve signage purchases for sports facilities
Cllr Ashley has printed signage and displayed it. No purchases are now necessary. 

d)	Budget – to review draft of 2025-26 budget
Councillors discussed costs going forward and percentage increases on this year’s precept. The Clerk was asked to prepare a budget for consideration in December applying an 8% increase.  

e)	Quote to board out the QJR loft
The Hall representatives suggested that the Parish Councils LED street lights which Shropshire Council will be removing can be stored in the Hall’s loft rather than having to board out the QJR loft.  To take forward.  

f)	Woodland signage – no update	
	
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£505.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	Tbc
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£tbc
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	25/09/24
	Bank 
	Charges
	£10.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/10/24
	JWH
	Grounds maintenance
	£240.00
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	17/09/24
	EDF
	Energy
	£92.30
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	20/09/24
	BT
	Wifi
	£43.19
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	Tbc
	L Egerton
	QJR cleaning
	£100
	Oline
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/11/24
	RBL
	Wreath
	£50
	100659
	Chairman’s expenses

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	04/10/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£8.89
	
	

	01/10/24
	Snooker Club 
	Rent
	£80.00
	
	

	30/09/24
	C Barlow
	Room hire
	£250.00
	
	

	30/09/24
	C Barlow
	Room hire
	£275.00
	
	



10	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications 
24/03796/OHL  (validated: 02/10/2024)
Address:  The Links, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2NJ
Proposal:  Replace 8 spans of open wire conductor with bunched ABC conductor totalling 300m and changing 8 poles
Applicant: National Grid (234 Victoria Road, Forton, Stoke On Trent, Staffordshire, ST4 2JA)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SKQ468TD0BN00
No comment required

-	Decisions 
24/03424/ADV  (validated: 16/09/2024)
Address:  Highfield Way, Hinstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Proposed timber road name sign
Decision:  Grant Permission

11	Confirmation of December’s Parish Council date (4th) and items for the next agenda
Items as listed within the Minutes. 

12 	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised. 

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:46pm. 
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