HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th November 2019 at the Memorial Hall 

Chairman: 
Cllr K Sutherland

Cllrs: 

Cllr L Hutchinson, Cllr S Heeley, Cllr D Ashley, Cllr R Vaughan, Cllr P Trow, Cllr R Harper
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce

131/19

Chair’s welcome & announcements /Public participation (No decisions to be taken)
Smartwater presentation from MD Police :

Three Officers attended from Market Drayton.  13 members of the public attended the meeting. Sgt Ashton gave a presentation about Smartwater on behalf of the ‘We don’t buy crime team’ – the initiative for Smartwater has now been running for several years. Burglaries are reducing in the areas where it is used. The Police and Crime Commissioner is offering to part fund the purchase price for Parish Councils to  provide marking kits for residents.  25% of the cost would be funded by the PCC if the Parish Council purchases for 80/90/100% of the parish. The Smartwater residential pack contains a unique solution of ‘Smartwater’ which can be used to mark up to 50 items of value.  The unique solution is registered online to each resident. The solution’s code is held on a database against the householder’s details.  The solution visible under ultraviolet light.  Smartwater acts as a layer of crime prevention.  With the Smartwater initiative the Parish Council purchases the kits which are then passed onto residents free of charge. Small stickers are provided for use on items to advertise that items have been marked.  Signs are provided for display around the parish. The cost is c£8.90 per pack.  C500 homes in the parish would equate to a cost for the Parish Council of £3000.  Follow up statistics are available so that the Parish Council will be able to monitor success of the scheme. The Officers were thanked for attending.  
Maintenance in the village was raised.  Blocked grids were flagged as an issue. The Clerk reported that she had submitted a request for the jetter to attend the village in late August/early September in preparation for the Autumn weather, to have received the response that Highways are now only carrying out annual jetting of grids and will not attend between scheduled visits (annual), unless flooding is happening to a property.  The sandstone walls along the Chester Road need maintaining.  Potholes were raised as an issue. The Clerk requested precise location of the potholes so that they can be reported.  Village path widths were raised as being in need of attention as they are being reduced by overgrowing vegetation.  Cllr Sutherland confirmed that the rainfall in Hinstock this year has been 40% higher than previous 4 years, which has been increasing flooding incidents.  The resident requested that issues are inspected and reported.   (Potholes, flooding etc can be reported direct to Shropshire Council online via the ‘Report it’ pages.)  
A representative from the Cricket Club informed Members that the Club has submitted a funding request for consideration for financial assistance.  The Chairman requested that a meeting is set up with the Cricket Club to discuss options for funding to take into account statutory limitations imposed upon the Parish Council in providing financial assistance (Powers of Expenditure).  The representative confirmed that the Cricket Club would be happy to meet.  Another representative thanked the Clerk for advertising their recent fundraising event on the website and the Hinstock Herald for the putting it into the parish magazine.  He informed the Council that the speed cameras have not been present in the village for some months.  Increased heavy HGV movements have been noted.  The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council is in the process of investigating funding for the purchase of VAS for both ends of the Chester road. The 30mph signs at the Marsh Lane end are currently in the wrong location as they do not incorporate the new development.  Cllr Sutherland attended a meeting with Highways on Friday to discuss this and other local issues.   He further confirmed that the School crossing upgrade has now been approved by Shropshire Council.  Cllr Sutherland confirmed that the children have recently received pedestrian safety training.  The members of the Police left the meeting.  

132/19

To receive apologies/note absences
Apologies were received from Cllr Heeley and Cllr Gittins.

133/19

To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
No declarations or requests received.

134/19

Approval of the Minutes : To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd October 2019 :
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. Cllr Hutchinson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

135/19

Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda 
Cllr Ashley confirmed that he had submitted the survey concerning federating Hinstock and Cheswardine  Schools and further attended the Meeting which was very positive. 

136/19

Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s – not present
b)
Parish Councillors’ reports to include: 

 Feedback from any meetings attended by PC reps to include as appropriate: 
NSAC/SALC – meeting next week.   
Cemetery Committee – Cllr Harper to approach the Committee about the overhanging branch; 
Memorial Hall – A Committee meeting has been held: They have regular bookings which are aiding income.  Improvements need to be made to increase the bookings – certain areas need maintenance and a funding request has been submitted. Looking to apply for grants and hold some fundraising events – One idea was to get a working party of local residents who may have the necessary skills who would be willing to assist with jobs; The Committee needs help. The Chairman requested copies of the most recent accounts; The Chairman recommended that the Parish Council handyman could be asked to fix some of the outstanding jobs by the Memorial Hall committee.
Village Initiative: No update.
Youth Matters – Cllr Hutchinson reported that the Club going well –Shropshire Youth Association have given support – 2 youth leaders are being trained. 30-35 young people are regularly using the club; 
Neighbourhood Watch – clerk to put Cllr Hutchinson in touch. £6 per household – Councillors discussed the Smartwater campaign. Councillors agreed it is a good community initiative – Clerk to contact the Police Crime Commissioner for a quote based on c 500 homes, proposed by Cllr Ashley, seconded by Cllr Holland. Councillors discussed promoting the event at the welcome event in December in order to gauge local interest in the scheme. 
Helicopter Liaison Group – Cllr Trow to circulate the Minutes when they are published; 
137/19

Parish Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive/consider interim reports/remedial work recommendations
The Chairman reported that the playground fence has been fixed again along with the recreation field gate and the fence. Hedge cutting at the allotments has been done – road sweeper to be requested.  The front hedge at the memorial hall has also been cut. Further grounds maintenance work outstanding to be attended to – the recent wet weather has hampered work.
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention- light out on the recreation field is scheduled for repair.  The Clerk asked Councillors to do a check of all street lights.

b)
General matters:

 -
Ways & Means Committee & Playing Field: Chairman’s update on FIT lease – no progress to date – The Landowners have been asked to sign the documents. 
- 
Update on Community Right to Bid nomination – The Chairman has updated the maps for submission – Clerk to submit.
-
Community welcome event – an update on plans for 8th December event. Fliers printed.  Refreshments budget – chairman to donate tea bags for the event. Councillors to purchase refreshments and submit expenses. 
-
New projects – to enable Councillors to make proposals: no new proposals brought forward.
c)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
-
To receive items to report for attention: to include footpath issues/concerns: potholes around village require attention. School Bank to Marsh Lane footway – up to Manor Farm.  Potholes were reported on Golden Hill Lane.  It was reported that the drain cover by the Jubilee Hall needs a fixed cover – Councillors agreed to get the handyman to inspect and make cover – proposed by Cllr Sutherland, seconded by Cllr Trow. All agreed. 
-
To receive update of works previously requested: 
School crossing/CiL Local update – exact dates for work and specification as yet unknown.  Technical checks form for the CiL Local funds will need to be fulfilled.  Cllr Gittins is arranging a meeting to discuss the specifics of the crossing.  The original request was for a raised crossing.   Parish Council to follow up on this. Cllr Sutherland held a meeting with Highways and WSP on Friday.  They discussed the lack of provision of a footpath for 25 metres coming out of the Highfields development.  The routes available for pedestrian access to the village centre are currently unsuitable for wheelchair or pushchair access.  Possible locations for the siting of vehicle activate signs were considered. The most suitable locations are at both ends of the Chester Road. The 30mph signs need to be moved at the bottom end of the village.  The Clerk is factoring in the cost of solar panels for the VAS if no power supply is available. Speed gathering data software is also  being factored into the cost.  The narrow pavements along School Bank were inspected – proposals are being drawn up as part of A529 safety scheme  which are to be  brought to the Parish Council for consideration and discussion.   Clerk to request speed cameras to attend the village. Councillors noted the positive improvements to the Mount Pleasant crossroads as part of the A529 safety scheme.
-
A529 Safer roads work project – to provide any update – as above 
c)
Road closures: To report any scheduled road works/Notifications of resurfacing works
None to report

138/19

Strategic Objectives – to enable Councillors to receive the updated plan incorporating the parish survey results;  To enable Councillors to adopt the Strategic Objectives Plan. 
The Chairman ran through the feedback received from the 95 surveys which have been completed and returned.  The households which did respond equate to 237 people – the ‘over 60s’ group have made most returns.  The majority of people are happy, and enjoy the rural, peaceful life living in Hinstock, feeling a sense of community etc.  Some small sense of isolation was noted – other local parishes run schemes for community engagement for volunteers to visit those in need.  The Chairman ran through some responses to various sections such as communication, recycling and views on future development for example.   Comments received will be noted and monitored going forward.  The Chairman expressed confidence that the A529 project will deliver an improvement for pedestrians.  Over 50% wish to see the Jubilee Hall having a combined status.  Meeting held with snooker club to discuss priorities etc. 75% agreed that public works loan would be acceptable if needed.  48% of people are happy with recreation facilities. However only 45% agreed with more equipment for the playground (toddlers)but this  could be related to main age of respondents.  Development of a Hinstock football club was generally considered to be a good thing.  Outdoor fitness trail/gym equipment was well received by 53%.  
Councillors will need to discuss options to take an action plan forward.  Cllr Sutherland confirmed that an adult outdoor gym equipment proposal is in progress.  To take forward to December and amend the Strategic Plan in line with results.
139/19

Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email – SALC bulletins; new Police newsletter received and noted. 

140/19

Housekeeping

a)
Website – To enable Councillors to request additions – to review website accessibility regulations; b)
Parish Magazine – Councillor’s report and to agree submission – deadline is last Friday in November- Clerk to submit. The Herald is looking for a co-editor. Costs of the publication are covered by advertising.
c)
Policies – To enable Councillors to formally adopt the revised Communications Policy: Cllr Sutherland proposed adopting the policy, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson all agreed. Resolved.
d)
Notification of change of boundary to the ACV listing for the Falcon Pub – due to sale of the barn this now needs to be removed. Councillors were in favour of this and had no comments to add. 
e)
VE Day 75 8th May 2020 – local initiatives could be supported. International celebration of peace.  Chairman of PC to lay wreath for Remembrance Service on 10/11/19.  All PC members invited to attend.
141/19

Planning: 
i)
Applications:  
19/04619/HHE  (validated: 17/10/2019)
Address:  Larch House, 2 Villa Farm Close, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2UE
Proposal:  Erection of conservatory to rear elevation (4.2m x 3.0m)
No comments required. 

ii)
Decisions: 
19/04144/FUL  (validated: 17/09/2019)
Address:  Silver Trees, Hatton Road, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SR
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey rear extension with a balcony area over, along with the insertion of a dormer window to the rear, to create first floor accommodation
Decision:  Grant Permission

iii)
Principles of design document – To enable Councillors to review the final draft form and to agree the adoption of the Document
Cllrs Sutherland is waiting for another meeting with the Planning Development team at Shropshire Council in order to progress this document. 
iv)
Four Crosses site – to consider latest plan proposals from the Developer – Councillors confirmed that there is no appetite for residential housing on this site – they wish to retain the site for commercial use only.   Clerk to request permission to secure the site.  Proposed Cllr Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. 
v)
Pre planning application advice request – Initial opinion sought from the planning dept – Councillors agreed that the proposed site is not in a named recognised settlement nor in a suitable location for development which would meet the criteria for the ‘Build Your Own Affordable Home’ scheme. Proposed by Cllr Sutherland, seconded Cllr Harper, all agreed.


142/19

Finance

a)
Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information
The Clerk reported recent issues with the Bank which had returned a cheque as it exceeded the current account balance held despite there being a daily sweeping service between the current and reserve account, which has sufficient funds.  The Clerk was asked to register for online banking and to raise the balance held in the current account.  Proposed by Cllr Sutherland, seconded by Cllr Trow. All agreed.
b)
To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
Cllr Ashley proposed that all standing orders/invoices be approved for payment, seconded by Cllr Trow, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)
Funding request from the Memorial Hall
The Clerk confirmed that proof of payment and purchase has now been received for the purchase of new tables for the Hall.  The Chairman requested financial clarity from the Hall regarding their accounts and finances.  Councillors discussed possible ways that the Committee could widen advertising to increase bookings.  Councillors asked the Hall representatives to request a meeting between the Hall and the Hall Management Committee. Cllr Hutchinson to liaise.  Proposed by Cllr Sutherland, seconded by Cllr Harper, all agreed.
d)
Police & Crime Commissioner’s Safer Road Grant Funding – to enable Councillors to formally agree submitting a grant application for VAS funding: Cllr Trow proposed, seconded by Cllr Sutherland, applying for £2000.  The Council will need to wait for approval from the local Highways inspector before submitting the application to the PCC.
e)
VAS – to enable Councillors to compare/accept a quote for 2 x VAS as above – the Clerk presented two quotes. The Councillors agreed to accept the quotation from TWM, proposed by Cllr Trow, seconded by Cllr Harper, all agreed.
f)
Funding request from Hinstock Cricket Club
Councillors agreed to hold a meeting with the Club to discuss possible funding opportunities available within the Parish Council’s legal powers of expenditure.  
g) 
CiL EOI decision from Shropshire Council 

Councillors noted that Shropshire Council has agreed to give part funding towards the installation of a new pedestrian crossing in front of the School.  The Parish Council is required to give a contribution towards costs from the Neighbourhood Fund money received to date.
h)
Appointment of a Buildings Surveyor – to enable Councillors to agree a quote and formally appoint a Surveyor with a view to refurbish the Jubilee Room.
Cllr Sutherland reported that he had approached three companies and has requested quotes to carry out a survey on the condition of the Jubilee Room.  The most favourable quote was for £1190 plus vat for a full inspection, schedule of works and tender packs for bids.  Cllr Ashley proposed accepting quote from Jonathan Cornes Associates, seconded by Cllr Trow, all agreed.
i)
Budget setting – to enable Councillors to discuss/set forecasts for 2020-21: The Clerk presented a draft budget. Councillors agreed to review the draft with a view to formally setting the budget in December. 

Application for funding received from the Memorial Hall Committee: Councillors agreed that this should be discussed with the Committee at the proposed meeting. 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/19
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£365.09
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£91.27
	100296
	LGA 1972 s112

	13/09/19
	JWH
	Grounds Maintenance
	£210.00
	100297
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10; LGA  Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	17/10/19
	Eon
	Repairs
	£155.66
	100298
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	05/10/19
	NPower
	Supply
	£425.85
	100299
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	
	VOID
	
	
	100300
	

	06/11/19
	Hinstock Memorial Hall
	Grant for Youth Club
	£1000
	100301
	LG (Misc) Provisions Act 1976 s19(e)

	06/11/19
	Hinstock Memorial Hall
	Grant for Youth Club
	£1000
	100302
	LG (Misc) Provisions Act 1976 s19 ss1(e)

	06/11/19
	J Lutner
	Purchase of tables for the Hall
	£1000
	100303
	LG (Misc) Provisions Act 1976 s19ss(d)

	06/11/19
	J Lutner
	Purchase of tables for the Hall
	£481.82
	100304
	LG (Misc) Provisions Act 1976 s19(d)

	
	
	
	
	
	


143/19

Agenda items for the 4th December 2019 Meeting
Budget 
Dog fouling issues  - check signage
Street lighting – to create definitive street lighting map and number lights
Fixed assets –Mark on definitive map and photograph
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 10:15pm.
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