


Chairman:	Cllr D AshleyHINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs: 		Cllr M Thomason; Cllr M Hook; Cllr E Hutchinson;  Cllr K Wood; Cllr R Vaughan
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Gittins
			
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 6th March 2024
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock

[bookmark: _Hlk128562530]149/24 Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
Cllr Sutherland sent his apologies for the Meeting. Vice Chairman, Cllr Ashley chaired the Meeting declaring it open at 7:15 pm.  No members of the public attended the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr Farley. 

150/24 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
No declarations or requests were received. 

151/24	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th February 2024
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Wood        proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

152/24 Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda 
No matters were raised. 

153/24	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report to inc A529 safety programme update; A41 safety campaign
Cllr Gittins reported that the National Grid appear to be holding up the A529 work schedule.  No start dates have been forthcoming from Shropshire Council.  The many potholes in the village are outstanding for repair; Cllr Gittins is pushing for the repairs to be done.  There is overall a net decrease in the number of reported potholes in the county from last year, down to c 5k from 9k three years ago.  Shropshire Council has passed its budget.  The Councillors discussed the proposed tip closures – 2 out of the 5 are likely to be closed.  

b) 	Parish Councillors’ reports 
No meetings have been attended.  

154/24	Parish Matters: 
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention 
The light outside the Methodist Chapel is still not working. This is not on the Parish Council’s inventory.  The Councillors agreed to leave the light until the A529 street lighting upgrade is carried out as it will then fall under Shropshire Council’s remit. 

b)	Playground/Recreation Field
Update on replacement equipment of the hard court; Field gates
The drawing of the replacement goals is still outstanding.  The gate is being inspected with a view to repair/change of hinges.  Cllr Hutchinson to install a new padlock this week.  
c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues update
Nothing to report. 

d)	Memorial Hall – report from Reps
Quotes are being obtained by the Committee to repair the ceiling and resolve ventilation issues.  The Clerk requested a more detailed grant application form however this has not been received. 
The recent craft fair raised £400 for the Youth Club.  

e)	Tennis Club
Agenda item for April. Cllr Ashley to circulate email outlining new access proposals.  

g)	Land adj cemetery – to enable Cllrs to discuss the Deed of covenant
The land can only be used as public amenity space.  £1500 has been allocated in next year’s budget for maintenance.  Councillors agreed that the PCC should be contacted regarding access and the residents should be written to in order to update them over the proposed future use of the area ie a garden of contemplation.
Councillors agreed that it would concentrate on delivery of the projects outlined in the strategic objective plan before doing any major work on this area.  

155/24	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room
To raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; 
To record monthly meter reading: 13748
Wi-Fi settings: The Clerk confirmed that the settings for the Wi-Fi have been updated to permit free access and suitable controls. 
Cllr Ashley reported that applicants have been interviewed for the Cleaner’s position.  He made a recommendation and proposed that the Council appoints this applicant for the post at a  rate of £12.50ph. Cllr Hutchinson seconded the motion, all agreed. Resolved. It was agreed that monthly invoices will be emailed to the Clerk.
Cllr Ashley informed the Council that the new rates have been given to the Snooker Club which will be implemented from 1st April 2024 as per its agreement.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Club to ascertain when the blinds will be installed (and to request that cardboard is not put up at the windows), when the pool table is to be removed and to confirm that they have received the new rates.  

b)	Strategic Objectives Plan - to incorporate biodiversity 
To take forward to April’s meeting. 

c)	Official Portrait Scheme – to confirm order
The Clerk confirmed that an official (free) portrait of the King has been ordered. 

d)	September meeting arrangements
Cllr Thomason confirmed that he will be content to take the Minutes of the September meeting in the Clerk’s absence. The Clerk has submitted apologies for this Meeting in advance. 

e)	Policies – review and adoption of Standing Orders, Financial regulations; Data Protection policy, Code of conduct model policy; Risk assessment
Cllr Hutchinson propose the adoption of all of the above policies, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved. 

156/24	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention: SaTH updates; Road closure response request: No matters were raised for discussion. 

157/24	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
The Clerk confirmed that no payment is due for PAYE as the Council is currently in credit.
No expenses have been submitted this month. 
Cllr Ashley proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed. Resolved. 
b)	Accounting reports /bank statements
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of all financial reports, statements and an updated copy of the asset register.  Cllr Hutchinson proposed approving the bank reconciliation and asset register, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Purchase of signage for the woodland – to consider quotes
Councillors discussed the choices of fingerpost available. It was agreed that the recycled plastic posts would be longer lasting and more durable.  A plaque (Woodland Walk) is required for the gate.  The Councillors agreed that the Village Initiative Group should be asked for a photograph/map to illustrate where the posts are requited.  A post, with two directional pointers to indicate where the sports facilities and playground are, was agreed to be a good idea to match.  The wording was agreed as ‘Hinstock Woodland’.  Cllr Wood proposed approving the expenditure of £275 per post, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved.  Pictures of the proposed locations to be circulated. 

d)	Laptop purchase – to consider quotes/approve expenditure
To take forward. The Clerk has been unable to source the laptop required. 

e)	Purchase of D Day celebration flags – quotes to consider 
Cllr Thomason proposed purchasing x2 5/3 flags at £28.80 each for the event, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)	D Day celebrations – to consider expenditure/events
Cllr Thomason gave an overview of events planned for the village. He has registered for the event.  The Jubliee Room will be open for showings of the D Day landings for a small fee. Proceeds to go to the RBL and Help for Heros. 

g)	Grant funding request – Memorial Hall
An update request has not been received as yet. 

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	29/02/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£505.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£165.60
	100630
	LGA 1972 s112

	26/02/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£216.61
	DD
	

	04/03/24
	Bank
	Charges
	£tbc
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/02/24
	EDF
	Jubilee Room energy supply
	£384.23
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	01/03/24
	Snooker Club
	Room hire
	£35.00 (expected)
	
	

	05/03/24
	Bank
	Interest
	£tbc
	
	


158/24	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications 
None received. 
· Decisions 
24/00079/FUL  (validated: 19/01/2024)
Address:  Old Malt House, Marsh Lane, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2TG
Proposal:  Erection of timber horse stables for private equestrian use including change of use of land
Decision:  Grant Permission

24/00004/FUL  (validated: 03/01/2024)
Address:  Hinstock Sewage Treatment Works, Pixley Lane, Hinstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Installation of 1 no. Motor Control Centre (MCC) kiosk
Decision:  Grant Permission

159/24	Confirmation of April’s meeting date (3rd) and items for the next agenda
There being no further business for discussion the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:25pm.
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