
Hinstock Parish Council – Development Priorities
Introduction

The Parish Council recognises there is a moral obligation to ensure that enough housing is available for future generations and therefore space for new housing must be provided to fulfil this need.

Further, we support the current policy of preventing development in open countryside and maintaining the current development envelope for the village. We also support the principle of protecting the character and ambience of the village by proposing that the following guidelines should be adopted.
1. The Rural Character – Where for example there are mature native species of trees within the village boundaries, these should be preserved and protected by way of statutory preservation measures with the requirement that the design of any development does not jeopardise their retention.
2. Full consideration should be given to the types of materials used for construction such that new developments blend into the character of the village. e.g. The older parts of the village are constructed of either quarried sandstone including much of the walls along Schoolbank and Newport Road or Victorian type red brick.
3. From the village hall south along Chester Road, the visual appearance of this central part of the village is characteristically mature and peaceful. This should be preserved as a matter of course. Specifically, the tree screen on the east side of the road should be retained and protected.  Further, this should include the legal protection of the mostly native species such as oak and ash. Retention would also help to screen any new development since this particular site is some 4 to 6 metres higher than the east side of School Bank. This action would give a positive contribution to preserving the character of the centre of the village.
4. Generally, where infill developments are proposed there should be a presumption that the choice of construction materials and design will be critically assessed in order to preserve the rural ambience and appearance of the location.

5. Affordable housing has now become a key factor for Hinstock, any new development should include a significant proportion of affordable homes as a matter of priority. 

