
HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr D Ashley
Cllrs: 		Cllr R Vaughan; Cllr M Hook; Cllr B Gee; Cllr M Thomason 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce 
		
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 8th January 2025
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock
1. [bookmark: _Hlk128562530]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the January Meeting wishing everyone a Happy New Year and declaring it open at 7:19pm.  One member of the public attended the Meeting, along with two community Police Officers. Apologies were received from Cllrs Hutchinson and Wood. 
An Officer gave an overview of how the Policing Charter works with Parish Council identified priorities and gave an update on the Market Drayton policing area. There are 14 parishes within their patch.  

1. Co-option of Councillor
Cllr Ashley proposed the co-option of Mrs B Gee, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Gee completed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form as required. Cllr Gee was welcomed to the Council. DPI forms to be completed and returned to the Monitoring Officer. 

1. To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
None received. 

4	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th December 2024 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the last Meeting.  Cllr Hook                     proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

5 Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda 
4/12/24 10 Finance f) NALC pay award. The Clerk circulated via email calculations for the backdated pay award. Cllr Ashley proposed approval of the one off payment and new standing order amount, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed, resolved. 

6	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report to inc A529 safety programme update; A41 safety campaign
Cllr Gittins was not present. 

b) 	Parish Councillors’ reports 
No meetings have been attended. There is a Memorial Hall meeting on Monday.  

7	Parish Matters: 
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
	To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention 
It was noted that the streetlight outside Falcon Cottage is still not working. Two new lights have been installed on either side which have yet to be connected. Cllr Hook to check. In view of Shropshire Council installing new lights in the village and adopting those in the centre, Cllr Hook volunteered to do a new street lighting inventory map of the parish lights. Action: Clerk to forward existing maps and current inventory. 

b)	Playground/Recreation Field
	Quotes for consideration: cycle ramps, outside table tennis table, fencing/gate replacement; to consider options for basketball court lighting timed supply; Interim inspections update 
	Monthly playground inspections – update 
Cllr Ashley reported that he has one quote so far for basketball court lighting. He aims to obtain two more for the next meeting.
Cllr Hook will obtain quotes for an outdoor table tennis table. 
The Clerk has chased a quote to repair/replace the cycle ramps. More quotes to be obtained if replacement is required. 
Cllr Vaughan has fencing/gate quotes in hand.
The monthly inspections have been actioned. The Clerk has requested the reports in time for each monthly meeting. 

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues 
Cllr Gee reported large volumes of water have been running down into Church Street, across a driveway and into the brook.  Whilst there has been an unprecedented amount of rainfall recently, Councillors agreed that the drains probably need sucking out and rodding if possible. Action: Clerk to raise with Highways. 

d)	Memorial Hall – report from Reps; to receive quotes for replacement electrical supply cabinet; 
Cllr Ashley reported that this is on hold. 

e)	Tennis Club – To receive public court access details; To consider monthly rental fee 
To take item forward to February’s meeting. 

f)	FIT land transfer – playground area Deed of Dedication	- update
The Clerk confirmed that the Solicitor was instructed on 06/12/24.  No update as yet. 

g)	Footpaths – to raise any matters of concern
Cllr Wood has conveyed a concern that the woodland walk footpath is not accessible to all.  A gate rather than a style could be installed.  The Clerk reported that a resident in School Fields has been in touch to request that all residents be consulted if any directional signage to the woodland is to be installed. Councillors confirmed that this is a public footpath. 

h)	War memorial – update on War Memorial Trust grants; quotes for consideration
Cllr Thomason is progressing grant applications. To take forward. 

8	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room
To raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record monthly meter reading; 
Meter reading: 9325
To consider heating meter options: The Councillors discussed various ideas for controlling the electric heaters to ensure that they cannot be left on when the building is unoccupied. Cllr Hook suggested timed switches be fitted so that the heating can be left on for no longer than one hour at a time. Action: Cllr Ashley to investigate options and report back. 

b)	Strategic Objectives Plan – review
Cllr Ashley to update and present in February. 

c)	Policies: Playground inspection policy – review/adopt
The Clerk will update the policy and circulate in line with the new inspection arrangements. 

d)	Defibrillator training session – 11th January 2025
The session will take place at 10am. Twelve attendees are booked in. 

e)	Gov.uk email addresses – update
The Clerk has chased for an update.  They appear to have been put on hold over Christmas.   

f)	Maintenance of village assets – to discuss 
Councillors agreed that the maintenance of assets will be the focus for 2025-26. They will check the assets against the register for any required attention and report in February. 

9	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention inc SALC/NALC bulletins, NSAC meeting minutes; SaTH updates; SC briefing notes; Local Nature Recovery
No matters were raised for discussion. 

10	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
Cllr Hook proposed that all payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements; To approve the bank reconciliation
The Councillors confirmed receipt the statements and accounting reports including the reconciliation to 04/12/24.  Cllr Ashley proposed the approval of the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 

c)	Budget – to review/approve proposed 2025-26 budget
Cllr Ashley proposed accepting the draft budget, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 

d)	Quote to repair/replace electrical cabinet for recreation field
Cllr Ashley reported this is in hand. 

e)	To sign off confirmation of online payment receipts made following December’s meeting 
Councillors approved invoices paid online following approval in December to : CPA Horticulture for playbark at £2604.60, Playdale, JWH, Jones the Builder x 2, L Egerton, 
The Clerk presented payment confirmation advice notes. Cllr Vaughan proposed approving the payments (agreed in December), seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)	To approve precept requirement 	
Cllr Vaughan proposed submitting a precept request for £35100, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to submit request. 



	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£505.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	tbc
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£379.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	25/12/24
	Bank 
	Charges
	£tbc
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/01/25
	SLCC
	Clerk’s membership
	£tbc (c£75)
	100695
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/01/25
	SLCC
	Clerk’s training
	£112.50
	100696
	LGA 1972 s111

	21/12/24
	BT
	Wifi
	£43.19
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	04/12/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£tbc
	
	

	01/12/24
	Snooker Club 
	Rent
	£tbc
	
	




10	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications 
None received
-	Decisions 
None received

11	Confirmation of February’s Parish Council date (5th) and items for the next agenda
Noted. 

12 	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
b) To discuss/agree salary increase as per NALC 2024-25 pay agreement (to be backdated to April) and update contract of employment
Pay award covered. Contract update to be taken forward to February.  

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:21pm. 
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