


Chairman:	Cllr D AshleyHINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs: 		Cllr M Thomason; Cllr M Hook; Cllr E Hutchinson;  Cllr K Wood; Cllr C Farley; 
Cllr R Vaughan
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Gittins
			
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 7th February 2024
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock

[bookmark: _Hlk128562530]138/24 Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
Cllr Sutherland sent his apologies for the Meeting. Vice Chairman, Cllr Ashley chaired the Meeting declaring it open at 7:15pm. Three members of the public attended the Meeting. 
Two members of the public made a representation regarding a planning application.  One member of the public requested signage for the woodland area. He reported that he receives support from 7 members of the community payback team with maintenance of the area which is a great help. An additional 560 trees have now been planted (including new varieties), 200 to replace those which were stolen.  The Councillors confirmed that this is in hand.  The resident confirmed that he and another resident are currently repainting the Hall entrance area and that the Fun Day is now being organised. The Councillors thanked them for their hard work which is much appreciated.  
Cllr Gittins was asked when the A529 upgrade works will commence. Work has been delayed by the National Grid which will be responsible for the upgrading of the street lighting (Shropshire Council will be taking over responsibility for the lighting on the A road from the Parish Council). 

139/24	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
No declarations or requests were received. 

140/24	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd January 2024
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Wood proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

141/24 Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda 
No matters were raised. 

142/24	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report to inc A529 safety programme update; A41 safety campaign
Cllr Gittins confirmed that he has been working hard to get a start date from Shropshire Council for the A529 works.  He is as yet to get a formal date however it is likely to be the Summer. Councillors reminded Cllr Gittins that the A41 is due to e worked on again in June.  He has requested that the potholes are filled, if only with temporary patching. He reported that the Police and Crime Commissioner has given £600k towards speed cameras for the A41. 

b) 	Parish Councillors’ reports 
No meetings have been attended. 



143/24	Parish Matters: 
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention 
Two lights by Falcon Cottage have been inspected with no faults found.  The faulty light was confirmed as being on the Wood Lane side of Falcon Cottage. Action: Clerk to report.

b)	Playground/Recreation Field
Update on replacement equipment of the hard court; Field gates
Cllr Hook reported that grant funding applications are underway for the replacement goals.  
Cllr Hutchinson to purchase a new padlock for the field gate as agreed in January. 

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues update
Cllr Gittins confirmed that he would continue to push to have the potholes attended to.

d)	Memorial Hall – report from Reps
The Clerk reported that a grant funding request from the Memorial Hall however it had arrived too late to be included on this agenda. It will be taken forward to March’s Meeting once additional information has been received.  The Clerk read the application to Councillors for information purposes. The exact schedule of works for which 2/3 quotes so far have been received is unclear.  Councillors discussed the Council’s budget for this current and the next financial years.  The application has requested £2k. The Hall has received £1759.07 from the Parish Council this year to date.  No further monies have been allocated in this budget.  £1500 has been allocated to the Hall in the 2024-25 budget.  The Clerk confirmed that, depending on the type of work needed, it may be possible to use Neighbourhood Fund money.  The current balance of Neighbourhood Fund money held by the Council is £11,240.60, c£5.5k of which has been allocated towards the upgrading of the hard court equipment.  The remainder has been earmarked to provide some adult gym equipment for the village.  Councillors agreed that external grant funding will need to be investigated if the Parish Council is to deliver on its strategic objectives.
The Memorial Hall reps on the Council reported that the decorating being undertaken in the Hall is looking very good.  It is hoped that extra members for the Committee will be found from the other groups in the village, as per the Hall’s constitution.

e)	Falcon Inn – update on Community Pub 
Cllr Thomason confirmed that trading is going well and that several events have been organised. 

f)	Tennis Club
Cllr Ashley reported that the public can now book to use the courts via the Lawn Tennis Association website for a fee using the new keyless code system.  Cllr Ashley to meet with the Tennis Club Chairman and report back. 

g)	Land adj cemetery – update from site visit
The Councillors reported from the site visit held on site.  The plot of land has recently been rented and maintained by a resident prior to it being gifted to the Parish Council to be used as an amenity area/garden of contemplation.  The Clerk will forward a copy of the Deed to Councillors for information and to establish the parameters of how the land can be used going forward. £1500 has been allocated in the next budget for maintenance of this area.  There is a right of access from the housing development. There is no current access to it from the cemetery.  This will be investigated and costed.  The residents will be kept informed of any plans the Parish Council agrees.  Action: Clerk to forward a copy of the Deed to Councillors. Cllr Ashley to draw up a plan outlining a possible access from the cemetery (permission dependent). 

144/24	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room
- to raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record monthly meter reading 
- Wi-Fi order update
Cllr Ashley confirmed that the wi-fi is now up and running and free for users of the Jubilee Room.  
He reported that a socket cover has been installed to prevent anyone from unplugging the cctv system which happened recently.  
The Clerk reported that one invoice is outstanding. Action: To send a reminder.
The toilet light has now been repaired.  A kettle and mugs are being donated so that tea and coffee making facilities are available. Thanks were conveyed for the donations. 
The Snooker Club has yet to install the blinds they requested permission for. The cardboard has been removed from the windows. The Snooker Club has confirmed that the pool table will be disposed of. 
Cllr Ashley reported that the Club’s membership has increased significantly recently which is very good news. 
The Clerk advised that the cleaner has resigned. Cllr Ashley to advertise for a replacement on the same terms.
The Councillors agreed to the purchase of x2 clocks, one for the meeting room and the other for the snooker table room proposed by Cllr Ashley, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Action: Cllr Ashley to purchase. 

b)	Strategic Objectives Plan - to incorporate biodiversity 
It was agreed that Cllr Farley would draw up a short report to support the Council’s new biodiversity policy which will outline the activities undertaken in the parish and supported by the Parish Council to develop and promote local biodiversity. The SOP will be updated to include the new policy. 

c)	Official Portrait Scheme
The Clerk asked if the Council would like to receive a free copy of the Official Portrait of the King for the Jubilee Room. Additional copies will be available to purchase once the scheme opens later this month. Cllr Hutchinson proposed obtaining a free copy plus one purchased (for the Hall) if the cost is under £50, seconded by  Cllr Farley, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to order. 

145/24	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention:
Town & Parish Neighbourhood Fund; Data review of GP appointments; Shropshire Planning Enforcement update; SaTH updates; SC Leader’s update;  Buckingham Palace Garden Party
Councillors discussed and agreed a nomination for the Garden Party. Cllr Sutherland, as Chairman, was nominated in recognition of his significant contribution to the Parish Council, as proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Gittins confirmed that residents at the Chestnuts have been in touch regarding the dilapidated state of the garages. The Clerk has reported this to Connexus for repair.  Cllr Gittins reported that from initial conversations with Connexus, there is little intention to repair them. Cllr Gittins will continue to liaise with Connexus and highlight the health and safety implications.
Cllr Thomason raised the 80th Anniversary of D Day and suggested that the village does something to mark the occasion. It was agreed that this could be combined with the Fun Day.  Cllr Thomason to take this forward. Action: Clerk to forward details from SALC again for information. 


146/24	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
Cllr Hutchinson proposed approving all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. 
The Clerk advised that security details had been updated today by herself and Cllr Ashley for the online banking.  

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements
Updated reports and statements for December to February have been circulated. Cllr Farley proposed approving the reconciliations as accurate, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 
The Clerk confirmed that the ICO registration had renewed and that a PWLB payment had been made in January.  
Councillors approved the purchase of a new Local Council Administration book. 

c)	Purchase of signage for the woodland
Covered. 

d)	Laptop purchase – to consider quotes/approve expenditure
To take forward. 

e)	Grounds maintenance contract (confirmation of continuation of 3 year rolling contract from 2022)
Cllr Hutchinson proposed the continuation of the 3 year contract as agreed in 2022, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to inform the contractor. 

f)	Review of Jubilee Room charges 
Cllr Ashley gave an overview of the suggested changes to reflect an increase in the rent charge for the Snooker Club to £50 per month from £30 and a maintenance charge of £30 per month.  Usage of the Jubilee Room has increased significantly in recent months, along with an increase in membership.  Notice of the increase and new charge will be conveyed to the Club with new Terms and Conditions. The charges will be effective as of 1st April 2024 as proposed by Cllr Ashley, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Cllr Ashley to advise the Club. 

g)	Hugo Fox annual payment by DD £244.68
Noted. 

h)	Youth Club grant funding application £1200
Councillors discussed the grant application. Despite no budget allocation for this expense the Councillors agreed that it is an important service for the parish and agreed to award the grant out of reserves as proposed by Cllr Ashley, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed. Resolved. 

i) HMRC PAYE credit notification
The Clerk advised that no PAYE payment is required this month as a credit is in place on the account. 


	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/01/24
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£505.66
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/1/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy
	£216.61
	dd
	PCA 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	23/01/24
	Scribe 
	Accounting software
	£328.32
	100625
	LGA 1972 s111

	25/01/24
	PWLB
	Loan 
	£1533.43
	dd
	LG (Misc Prov) Act 1976 19(2)

	25/11/23
	Bank
	Charges
	£10.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/01/24
	EDF
	Jubilee Room energy supply
	£245.15
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/02/24
	Hinstock Youth Club
	Grant
	£1200
	100629
	LGA 1972 s137

	07/02/24
	NIH PC
	Printer ink recharge
	£176.79
	100626
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/01/24
	SLCC 
	Clerk’s membership
	£74.50
	100627
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/02/24
	Smart Ctrl Ltd
	Electrical works Jubilee Room
	£173.24
	100628
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	01/02/24
	Snooker Club
	Room hire
	£35.00
	
	

	04/01/24
	Bank
	Interest
	£18.60
	
	



147/24	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications – 
24/00004/FUL  (validated: 03/01/2024)
Address:  Hinstock Sewage Treatment Works, Pixley Lane, Hinstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Installation of 1 no. Motor Control Centre (MCC) kiosk
Applicant: Severn Trent Water Limited (2 St Johns Street, Coventry, CV1 2LZ)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S6NE6DTDMGG00
Noted. 

24/00070/OUT  (validated: 09/01/2024)
Address:  Clubhouse Farm, Church Street, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2TF
Proposal:  Outline planning application (access landscaping and layout) for the construction of 3 x 3 bed low cost homes plus 2 x 3 bed detached bungalows plus 1 x self-build plot.
Applicant: Mr Victor Simpson (4 Woodpecker View, Loggerheads, Market Drayton, TF9 2QL)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S6YICYTDMKS00

The Councillors discussed the application, which is the third for this site. No significant material changes could be determined. On this basis the Councillors upheld their previous decisions/comments and agreed with a majority of 5 (1 abstention, 1 support) to object with the same comments as submitted previously, agreed. Resolved. 

· Decisions 
23/05207/COU  (validated: 04/12/2023)
Address:  Briar Lodge, Lockleywood, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2LT
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for change of use of agricultural land to domestic garden
Decision:  Grant Permission


23/05121/FUL  (validated: 14/12/2023)
Address:  Hinstock House, Church Street, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2TF
Proposal:  Proposed agricultural building to accommodate storage for agricultural machinery
Decision:  Withdrawn

148/24	Confirmation of March’s meeting date (6th) and items for the next agenda
With no further business to consider, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 8:52pm. 
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