

HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the remote Hinstock Parish Council Meeting held on 8th July 2020 

Chairman: 
Cllr K Sutherland

Cllrs: 

Cllr D Ashley, Cllr P Trow; Cllr R Holland; 

Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
1 Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements  & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting and declared it open at 7:03pm.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Hutchinson and Heeley. Cllr Vaughan was unable to attend due to technical difficulties.  Cllr Harper was absent. 

2 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
No declarations were received.  A dispensation for Cllr Vaughan was confirmed (unable to participate due to technical difficulties).

3 Approval of the Minutes : To approve the Minutes of the Remote Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd June 2020
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. They were proposed as a true and accurate record by Cllr Trow, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman signed the Minutes.

4
Finance

a)
To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post 3rd July 2020  and approved at this meeting (pls see attached)
Cllr Sutherland reported that the finances are looking very good with c£160,000 currently held, being comprised of both Neighbourhood Fund money, reserves carried forward and the precept for the current financial year.   All invoices (inc salary) were approved for payment by Cllr Trow, seconded by Cllr Holland, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/20
	Employee
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£365.09
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/07/20
	HMRC
	PAYE July
	£91.27
	100342
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/08/20
	HMRC
	PAYE August
	£91.27
	100343
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/06/20
	JWH 
	Grounds maintenance
	£210
	100344
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10; LGA  Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	17/06/20
	SALC
	Affiliation
	£514.300
	100345
	LGA1972 S143

	07/07/20
	NPower
	Supply
	£462.00
	100346
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3, Health Act 1980s301

	06/07/20
	JWH
	Grounds maintenance
	£120
	100347
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10; LGA  Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	30/06/20
	SALC
	Training
	£30.00
	100348
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/07/20
	Greenbarnes Ltd
	Notice board
	£437.08
	100349
	LGA 1972 s111/142

	14/07/20
	K Sutherland 
	Bark
	£162.00
	100350
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10; LGA  Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	Date of payment
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	11/05/20
	HMRC
	VAT Reclaim
	£1542.72
	
	

	04/06/20
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£23.91
	
	


The Clerk will take the cheques to the Chairman for signature, to be counter signed by another signatory thereafter and posted. 

b)
Bank reconciliation for information

Councillors confirmed that they had received copies of the financial spreadsheets circulated by the Clerk for information.   The Clerk advised the Council that 2 cheques had been omitted from the year end figures. These will be included in this year’s figures.  The Auditor has been informed. 

c)
NPower – to sign direct debit agreement
Councillors confirmed that they were content to pay NPower by Direct Debit. The Clerk and Chairman will sign and return the form.
The Clerk had received a query from NPower asking whether the street lighting in the new development (Highfields Way) is the responsibility (for billing purposes) of the Parish Council and should. The Clerk has confirmed that it is not.  Councillors quiered whether a management company has been set up for the development.  Cllr Sutherland to look into as there are a number of things still outstanding ie name signs, pavement link to the village etc. 

5
Housekeeping

a)
Strategic Objectives: update
A copy of the adopted objectives is now available to view online.  Cllr Sutherland recommended that this be kept as a running agenda item. Street lighting upgrade to be added onto the objectives plan.  No further additions brought forward. 


b)
Jubilee Room – Bat survey: for Councillors to discuss and approve
Cllr Sutherland gave an update on the progress of the bat survey.   Councillors agreed that proper practice must be followed and the survey should be carried out.  Cllr Sutherland is trying to get a quote for the survey which has proven challenging during lockdown.  This is likely to be in the region of £380 + VAT. Cllr Ashley proposed approving 
the expenditure, seconded by Cllr Trow, all agreed. Resolved. Bat detectors had been suggested as a forerunner to the survey being undertaken.  Cllr Sutherland will circulate the quote once received. 

Cllr Sutherland proposed setting a budget for up to £3k for the asbestos removal work to be carried out, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved.  Three contractors were sought.  Jonathan Cornes Assoc to undertake the works.

c)
Jubilee Room – to receive quote for removal of the snooker table to permit remedial works
Cllr Trow reported difficulties in obtaining quotes however one has now been received for £550 for the removal, dismantling, storing and replacing the table.  The company installed the table in 2007.  The work will be insured and guaranteed.  Cllr Ashley proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Sutherland, all agreed. Resolved. Permission to be sought from the Memorial Hall Committee to store the table in the Hall whilst refurbishment work is carried out in the Jubilee Room.  The Snooker Club will be approached for approval .  Cllr Trow to get a date from the Company.  
d)
Memorial Hall – to discuss/agree use of Hall by School to enable social distancing
Cllr Sutherland proposed that the Hall could be used by the School for the Autumn Term initially, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)
Grounds maintenance – to discuss/agree tree removal
Conifer trees are causing issues to 3 houses in the village.  A quote for £320 has been received for their removal. As the trees are on Church land the Parish Council is unable to provide financial assistance however Cllr Sutherland proposed that a working party, in association with the VI Group could undertake the removal, seconded by Cllr Holland, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)
Playground re-opening – to discuss new regulations
Cllr Sutherland confirmed that a new notice board has been ordered in order to facilitate re-opening the playground so that appropriate Health and Safety Covid-19 related advisory notices can be displayed.  Cllr Holland proposed approving the expenditure (£437.08) which was initially approved by the Chairman and RFO in accordance with Financial Regulations, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. 

g)
Playground – to agree the purchase of additional bark
Cllr Holland proposed the expenditure, seconded by Cllr Trow, all agreed. Volunteers needed to spread the bark.
Cllr Sutherland will order and advise when it has arrived.
7
Highways 
a)
Outstanding issues in the Parish to include, but not be limited to, the A41 collapsed culvert; street naming of new developments; input of 30mph limit; installation of VAS (x2); footpath issues; 
More issues have been reported with the collapsed A41 culvert in Shakeford. This has been ongoing since December/January.  

Cllr Sutherland reported that the proposed Vehicle Activated Signs cannot be installed until the 30mph has been extended at the bottom end of the village to incorporate the new development (Badgers Croft/Damson Way).

Highfields Way still has no signage or footway to the village.

Cllr Sutherland proposed writing to Shropshire Council; to draft letter and circulate to Councillors for approval.

Councillors queried the speed limit on the Ellerdine Road. Highways to be asked to confirm. 

b)
Street lighting upgrade – to enable Councillors to agree project commencement
Cllr Sutherland raised the quote received previously from Eon to upgrade the street lighting which will cost c £7k.  Cllr Sutherland proposed progressing the upgrade, seconded by Cllr Trow.  All agreed. Resolved. Clerk to liaise with Eon. 

There being no further business to discuss, Cllr Sutherland thanked everyone for attending the Meeting and declared it closed at 8pm.
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